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The interest in cognitive approaches to literature, which include the development of
methodologies for describing both the production and reception of literary texts, has increased
in the past few years. In proposing the conceptual metaphor theory, George Lakoff and Mark
Johnson in their book, Metaphors We Live By (1980), assert that conceptual metaphors help
us comprehend abstract concepts in terms of more concrete ones. This article tries to
determine whether the use of conceptual metaphors in Colson Whitehead’s The Underground
Railroad (2016) could contribute to the effectiveness of Whitehead’s writing in describing the
indescribable phenomena, such as horrors of slavery, racism, and especially the double
oppression of black women. This study is also an attempt to find out whether it is possible to
find main metaphors in the conceptual realm of freedom and suffering of slavery which give
coherence to other sub-metaphors of the text. From the point of view of feminist criticism, it
can be said that in the novel, Cora, the female protagonist, experiences different abstract
concepts at each stage of her train journey, such as the sufferings of separation from her
mother, wageless labor, rape, whipping, and sterilization. By using the title of The
Underground Railroad as a metaphor and adopting a multitemporal narrative style, the writer
sends Cora toward a freedom which is unattainable.
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1. Freedom Is A Railroad
2. Purposes Are Destinations, Actions Are Motions, Difficulties Are Impediments to Motion

1. Submaping

2. Objectification

3. Dehumanisation

4. Riding the Rail Is Literacy



00 gl GgelS Sl e 5 58 o) jeme () e 5 (etde e lail (5Ll g

Sy 4 (8wl sla e glgil Gaw Cpl > 0ed mlo |) dade 9 Bun (sgw 4 CS > g 29
A o) la g ln swed wgs 03y pb Wlgi e Ll ol Gyge 4 S Wl e
Ol 5 B 098 £o2)) it (655l d91aS bn B it Jlite (sl o 5w
sl liwly o dao el (pl aid Dy glop b s diws (S0 b S (VYR
035 B o b Jlod G 4y e Jobo 3 50 5 )5S aiile (5))8 (505 (o0l3l @ (it
wos il Wl HKS 5 e )5 i ooy S By wslen K00 il Jolpe o L
Cuwl )8 a8 shuate Culps 10 g youw Job jd a8 slaolSius! dacdl] jd (g pming ¢ duojpnj Py
Sy o] 4

s Sloj bl ksl sy ol (Fu)b @By bl pulul 5 pliwls (ool oo
S b gl S oo 3Ry ol dald 393 jhw I als e a3 1S A olew (U e
g5 (13,5 Sglane ) a5 A8 o gskae |y (ool (8 e gylaial dlowg (lgie 4 ()l punsilSie
dglio jy oro losd (aStlojl 'S 4y Juas g uBS 15 (gil maiie 5 jold 390 oS
8y asze 3 1) 1)eS (B cpliwls slaaiza (gl 1 )b 1) (S5 slacusdly 5 (5)lody
@ sl psb a3 (3,5 Sl 4 b 9 T0)S Sl i Jas WS 0 ) & ypine
Cawlodds 6008 s gua
¥l Sl llaB by yhus 10 ylaiw]

B5T 2D )18 diajls mes 9 (63,8 (SAeilyl (Comw A e pawsuis a5 A4S o Yl 38
wilo Cugoliw (U) sl Wb 5 Jie slacoss Ko d9d 08 ure (2l 5 ol
ol (51555 5 015 (552l ¢y A8 g (L3I Sl3T (423 (g 4y IS Sy (YR - )og
(ogrde ojlstl g (BUD (wlid ) 42 g sla e jlamd e bl (i SLdg)l )3 18 &S
sl & (e (Sile 4l cogrde JUSlo g (e 45 (2B (b le by Canle
P9 (=15 L porie &5 1S (0 4125 1) Lid Lo oS el lmoged A8 (0 )l e ) (ogrde
sojo> Sy woylaial )3 g ABl o 420 womuie (BUbojle £ (esrde sojo> cnlpl
il (ool alzio ap Jlad b jhw brlyd Al oo )03 (ogrie (s0j5> djie 4 (sosrche
cslojlatol Glsie a8 by S oo py e Ul plae 3ok 1) pliosioles 45 (63,90 o
€ si5elgud (g5l porie 3 29 &S Jlai ) Wl o (Slswis | sl (sl 5 VIS sl



IFoF 190 0 plous it gamcss 0,90 « Sl polzo oLl iy 0oy

LS Slowa 42,55 58 e 0jlatal (Slho Caslonds o3kl Jolss gy « €8 > > sl 0>
S 365 s Jobo 3 1 25 5 Uyl p (bjoslolows 68 93 d)sS .l aly oo
5 Ol s b s (@l Jos wiiload aiS o (Lt LB TS g o jeblen S
dad 13 os9Mo 03565 8 SET L (V) 5l g0 s a4y oy Jgbo 13 1) i g ple 38 0 s
9 291 o9l B lugeliws 4 (2 5 WIS sadgl ol (> higel sy (slacdl
©y2leg Slgw (i 53 (I Ll BB g dmels 13 (633he 0 0 Bl >SS
e asdS 5l 08 ailyy odlgls am JBlas o o lis &5 sein glo gl 4 ol
oo )3 1y oy Bigel 1) 4 sl 90 e 53 (VAWM g JuiiS oSS aai] & g 038
256 )8 oS il JI l 35 oo 18 Jlod s 1> Glasd 4125 b ) g g 3590l o0
il oo 93 b o ablis 4l b aS bl coga Iy 1S @)l bl
Tl Hgige 1S5 el 0 ylaiw!
Ma5 sLail g (g9l B > Cd s (sly oyguiS 1505 Aled odio YL (3o 03595 55 )
D)
|y i ot 4 ol gl Gl 87 sl gl al g2 s D55 g e ogs S o]
By e iy el 4 1y Lol oS S ple 5B 1y gy 45 S Jlad]
WS (50 )8 Ay 2 o5 Cunl (5)550 (nh IS (0 S 048 0355 laiies (S9) 2 00D 03
(IYOTEY dgly) 5000 42385 (g b ol 4wy )l Koo
Plrsal ogise il b ]y €l jgige Ko yel s cagie oyluiel (J58 JE5 ol
Lousgs & oo (oo 01t SVL] Jghunl (155 930 (nl g CanljplS cpl (el (s>
el Sl i aias 48 Yl 551y g e obbtsojpms 1 9 02288 | LT liaosyndes Lol 5,
polss (ly 03y Cpmidlye dons )3 imd e daldl ) o aldles (6503 chilodygl oy | jguiS
ol 392 gl J13) b Gl ye (55 CulS (glag e s L5 3550 y9i9e cnl £ (M2
1S, ol i) Lol 1505 oo ogmaims pyze gl 153 (6lyguiS 13 el o |y oledl w368 ol o)1
Sy ar o cisdd 4 ST L e el Al GBI Sz 51 B 0gs 5 (0 aails) oy
o3y Lawgs od odliiunl (glao ol bl pr yloj )1 51 Lo 531> .53 y9] o Cowd 4y Ml s o0

1. Laura Dubek
2. America Is An Engine
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1. America Is A Warden
2. America Is the Declaration of Independence vs. America Is A Ghost
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