a
i'
University of Tehran press

Research in Contemporary World Literature, Volume 27, Number 2, Autumn and winter 2022, Page 954 to 973 954

p-ISSN :2588-4131 e-1SSN: 2588 -7092
http//jor.ut.ac.ir Email: pajuhesh@ut.ac.ir

A Comparative Study of Absurdity in Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett

and Nizar Qabbani’s Qasida
Abdolahad Gheibi ® Mahin Hajizadeh? Ali Mostafanejad?®

1. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani
University, Tabriz, Iran. Email: Abdolahad@azaruniv.ac.ir

2. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani
University, Tabriz, Iran. Email: hajizadeh@azaruniv.ac.ir

3. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani
University, Tabriz, Iran. Email: ali.mn23@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:
Received 09 April 2020
Received in revised form
25 December 2020
Accepted 31 December
2020

Published online January
2023

Keywords:

comparative literature,
absurdity, Waiting for
Godot, Samuel Beckett,
Nizar Qabbani.

Waiting for Godot has inspired many works in different countries. Among them is the
gasida of "Waiting for Godot" by Nizar Qhabbani, a contemporary Syrian poet, as if it were
a verse translation of Beckett’s play. Drawing upon the French School of comparative
literature, the comparative study of the play by Beckett and the Nizar Qabbani’s qasida
reveals that both works foreground the futility of human expectation and reflect on the
central theme of absurdity. Within a descriptive-analytic framework, the present study aims
to discover the similarities and differences between these two works through a close reading
and comparison between the authors' method of presenting the themes of futility of human
expectations and absurdity. The findings of the study show that Beckett created the work
after World War 1l and the colonization of his country, Ireland, and Qabbani after the Arab-
Israeli war. The main theme of both works, waiting, is interpreted as negative. Beckett and
Qabbani have been urging their nations to give up on waiting in vain absurdity and instead
to strive for unity and change in their lives.
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