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Narrative-cognitive analysis is a kind of linguistic-cognitive re-examination of texts. By
means of narratological analysis, it is possible to access the semantic signs in the text and
determine the semantic strategies from within the narrative structures of stories. The main aim
of this article is to introduce the recognition of the function and the structure, as well as the
core elements, of narration in narrative texts as a key factor in comprehending their main
theme(s). The analysis of the levels of narration and Pirang design can shed light on the main
theme of the text and the tricks that a storyteller uses in order to express the theme to the
reader. To achieve this, we have analyzed and explained the level of narration and plot of
“Man and Stone” and “Insects That Become Human” by two well-known and active Afghan
writers, that is, Azam Rahnavard Zaryab and Spozhmi Zaryab, respectively. Rahnavard
Zaryab is one of Afghanistan’s most famous writers. Her productivity has made her one of
the most active Afghan writers in the genre of fiction. Spozhmi Zaryab is another famous
Afghan storyteller, whose knowledge about the French language has positively affected the
structural quality of his stories. The two stories are studied from Lent Volt’s point of view,
according to which there exist three confrontations in the text: the concrete writer against the
concrete reader, the abstract writer against the abstract reader, and the imaginary narrator
against the imaginary audience. First, it will be shown that on the one hand, due to her
tendency to reflect psychological issues in her stories, Rahnavard Zaryab does not deal with
narrative aesthetics, and therefore, more attention is paid to the characters and the inner states
of the narrator, because the psyche of the characters can be penetrated by the reader. On the
other hand, “Insects That Become Human” has a strong narrative structure and includes
suspense as well as descriptions of the scenes of the story. Secondly, “Man and the Stone”
involves a frame narrative, within which there is another story that is the story of the world
of the same story, and the discursive narrative of silence is also used at the beginning of the
story, whereas the narrative of “Insects That Become Human,” is the same as the narrative of
the world of the story, and the discursive narrative of silence is used in the final part of the
story, which suggests that such structures have different meaning-making strategies and
different implied meanings. A comparative analysis of the narrative structure of these two
stories can well illustrate their main theme, because particular attention to their narrative
structures can enable readers to easily understand the main content of these stories.
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