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Narratology is a discipline that undertakes the task of analyzing the techniques and narrative
structures of a narrative text which is presented as a report of interconnected incidents in an
artistic form. Narratological study of a narrative text such as Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for
Godot, with its different religious, mythological, philosophical and psychological aspects,
provides new perspectives for the readers. Also, with a structural analysis of this play and
understanding its narrative functions, one can reach a better understanding of its themes.
The uncertainty of meaning in Waiting for Godot is one of the significant characteristics of
this play which makes various readings possible for the reader. Therefore, by using a
descriptive analytical methodology and drawing upon Roland Barthes’ theory of narrative
codes, this study tries to analyze the play in order to show the open and manifold quality of
different meanings in this play; in other words, it examines whether the text of Waiting for
Godot is a scriptible (“writerly”) text or a lisible (“readerly”) text a closed text, turning the
reader into a mere consumer. Also, the narrative functions of the text as well as its
implications and hidden meanings are analyzed to gain a better understanding of the hidden
concepts. The findings of this research reveal that, 1) the text of the play Waiting for Godot
has an adaptable structure to Barthes’ theory of narrative codes; as such, in some occasions,
Barthes’ critical patterns about the excessive stillness or lack of movement of the actors
challenge the text of the play on its aesthetic foundation and provide a deeper understanding
of the two characters, the “half crazy” and the “half philosopher”. 2) By creating multiple
oppositions and by using the genre of absurd theater, Beckett has managed to create
relationships between the characters in their dialogues, through which he successfully
conveys his religious and philosophical ideas to the readers. 3) This play is a writerly text
and has multiple meanings which are reproduced by the reader and eventually lead the
readers toward a better understanding of its hidden themes and beauties.
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