Research in Contemporary World Literature, Volume 31, Issue 3, 2026

The University of
Tehran Press

Research in Contemporary World Literature

Online ISSN: 2588-7092

Journal Homepage: httgs://ior.ut.a_c.ir/

A Comparative Study of the Components of Magical Realism in Bakhtiar
Ali’s The Last Pomegranate of the World and Abbas Maroufi’s The Year of

Upheaval

Nasradin Abdolahzade 2! Amir Mohammad Obaydinia 2
1.- Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran. E-
mail: Nasradin.abdollahzade@gmail.com
2- Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Urmia University, Urmia, Iran. E-

mail. m.obaydinia@urmia.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received : 12 September 2025

Received in revised form: 25
October 2025

Accepted: 27 October 2025

Available online: 23
September 2026

Keywords:

The Last Pomegranate in the
World, Bachtyar Ali ,The Year
of Turmoil, Abbas Maroufi,
Contemporary Literature,
Magical Realism.

Magical realism is one of the modern modes of contemporary fiction, in which the writer
masterfully employs prominent features such as “the intermingling of reality and imagination,”
“symbol and myth,” and “magic” within the context of the narrative, in such a way that the events
and protagonists of the novel are entirely believable to the audience. The present study undertakes
a comparative examination of the components of magical realism in two prominent novels, The
Last Pomegranate of the World by Bakhtiar Ali and The Year of Upheaval by Abbas Maroufi.
The Last Pomegranate of the World, by narrating two seemingly separate stories—those of
Mozaffar Sobhdam and Mohammad Delshisheh—and intertwining them with magical elements
such as the storm and the glass pomegranate, depicts a world in which the bitter realities of war
and exile are linked with imagination and mystery. In contrast, The Year of Upheaval, by narrating
the life of Noushafarin and employing stream of consciousness, intermingles social and historical
realities with symbols and imaginings such as forbidden love and parallel stories. Both novels
employ key components of magical realism, such as the presence of unreal elements within a
realistic context, multi-layered narration, and the use of symbols, but at the same time they also
display differences in their approach and cultural context; The Last Pomegranate of the World
emphasizes Kurdish history and culture and anti-war themes, whereas The Year of Upheaval
offers a critique of the status of women and social traditions in Iran.
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