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Dualities and myths are among the key concepts explored by Claude Lévi-Strauss, the
contemporary anthropologist and theorist, throughout his research. He seeks to understand the
relationship between the world and humanity. This study examines cultural and human dualities
in Pablo Neruda's poem "Ode to the Onion" and Wistawa Szymborska's "Onion", analyzing the
symbolic structures and oppositions in these works through Lévi-Strauss's theories. A simple
element like an onion, rooted in daily human life, can reveal a complex relationship between
humans and their world, even in today's modern era. Neruda sees the onion as a representation of
social conditions. He emphasizes contrasts between poverty and wealth, and the connection
between nature and culture, presenting the onion as a symbol of individuals and society. On the
other hand, Szymborska, with a similar approach, adopts a philosophical perspective and portrays
the onion's layers as a symbol of order and purity against human chaos. This analysis aims to
explore how each poet views these themes, as both use these symbols to achieve a deeper
understanding of cultural and social realities. Ultimately, the findings highlight the role of poetry
in today's world as a modern myth, capable of explaining social and human complexities and
contradictions.
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* Onion, / luminous flask, / petal by petal / was your beauty fashioned, / crystalline scales your girth increased / and, hidden in

the dark earth, / your belly swelled with dew. / Beneath the ground / occurred the miracle / and when your awkward, callow
shoot / first peered, / and when, like swords / your first leaves pierced the plot, / earth assembled all her might, / displaying
your translucent nudity. / And, as the alien sea, / in swelling the breasts of Aphrodite / repeated the magnolia, / so did the earth
/ create you, / onion, / pellucid planet / destined to glow, / constant constellation, / spherical water rose, / upon / the table / of
the poor. / - magnanimous, / you undo your bulb of freshness / in the hot consummation / of the cooking pot; / and the crystal
shred / in the burning heat of oil / becomes a feathery golden ring. /Then, too, I shall record as useful / your influence on the
love of salad, / and even Heaven, it seems, / in giving you the delicate form of hail, / proclaims your chopped transparency / on
the tomato's hemispheres. / But, within the reach / of common folk, / oil-moistened / and sprinkled / with a bit of salt, / you
stave off the hunger / of the laborer along his toilsome way. / Star of the poor, / fairy godmother, / enveloped / in delicate paper,
/ you emerge from earth / eternal, integral, a pure / celestial offshoot. / And at the chop / of the kitchen knife, / there wells up /
the only tear we shed / without woe. / Without afflicting us you made us weep. / All that is, onion, | have sung, / but to me, you
are / lovelier than a bird / of dazzling plumage; / you are, to me, / heavenly sphere, platinum goblet, / motionless dance / of the
snowy anemone. /And in your crystalline nature / resides the fragrance of the earth. (Neruda 1961, 27-31)

¥ Le cru et le cuit

Alie B xun g by o) 4 dwil )b 3l den 5 '



OAY (1F0) ¥ oslod ) 0,98 olgs yoleo oo it g 3

SOk Gl e Gl il s a8 oLl 6 S 5 K b slajltle L s ba S8 5s ol
ol 3l e Al Gl 8 e Ll pxetn b aS s> S sdalle Ol 8 o |y (g3unta LSL‘\_;'.‘K); dag skl
N S e b S8 55

WSy g pl> — A

SIS Ol DLaT (S o e 4By 5 o5 OUS 53 g sl ) S o S S | S
el ey gl <=L>’-

.,Lwléj’pbi‘tfgjfuJL;/BJ)!W/K;@JJ;}};VLKMMM@/J‘t,b}_?;jfbldgjjm))
b Oles itz o plonil [ bt San 5 5855 s L il Comle o ilrto i oo gy ot 0
NOY K10 s sl s ) sl O el 55 S5 sls 45

Gl 4 by sy glE slge sld 5 nscay ladnl B s oS ks gl S5 @15
S (pl 3 a8 ol Ja o (i 5 p) s b b Sl sl e b e ks 5 S b 51 sline
M ol pe ol S sl (Sn 3 T b a3 5 3 5d pr bg e Sn B ol sba S
d el Sl s 35l e eslal Ll b a6l 1 a0l o S iplay 5 LS o kS as b w0
s olld s b sl «ijﬁjdrﬂ .JVJJA 33 v{““f Ol S o tasolis ol sbas asy
ol b A0 3 bbb o b o5 s sbar aS ol (S ss o0 dals 5 ol LS
sladgl B Dakasglis ank Ol as b s e b Al Sl w ol e slee O 5 &S
St e 5ly 5 155 a3 s a5 (28 3l 3 5 S slas 55 a8 ol b 5 (585
3 oh e das o S8 sls ek a b L e 1 O I 5 Ll sl Hsas b s ol
O T e SRR TPy FURDVAPLIFSN L g N 1 2

Cl o siil boaly s dls b oas Pl sl e 450 olesl & Aol CIl> 4 4 e s o
2 Lol ] o SlS Ko Sl g5 a5 o i35 g0 455,87 o pasidiell (b Olsien el
el ole Gl O ks i3, S5 Ol gieas L5 Pl N8 3 S5 wlieds vy i il (sl
okl oS o6y sl 5 bl s el |y Wl 00 Joldd $ Ol o o Aol Clio Tag pama s
(K98 Feod g inlgs) i Concd/ Kin 5 S5 L 1 5

3,108 o a3 1 el s oS sl (K canh O B 0315 0L sl welsl

5 T i e s sty 45 S S S 13 i 5 S SIS Olew L5 g
S alail s I 4ilS 03 i 5 G wﬁu&;uﬁ s S0 (Lo s 4&.&/}&5/4.@@);&/’@‘;)/;
L;[;;;Jplj.a/Jy/[,.mj/kﬁdu}ﬁ&;}j/jaﬁdjjéjﬁd/Ja/J_éaffg/d;jéj/:w/
i sba L s Coed S w5 G 4 L S Ol o fo3 3 el das e
JJJJ/@(JJL«J’)}L@_}.‘.’jj‘jdjw‘ig‘}.é—@j.é;wjug Jw/u}j/a:%/,wj@'dajfﬁg/’
2y a5 o Ol 45" e Oloo e Dol s b 1 03,5 5l o Cosd Olgmm 5 Ol Do (salacsly Kot 5 457
(K9 Voo q s il g o) S o L] (glablals id (T pims (g3lo Ol SO pzie O 4

(alasl ) (3 Ol3 g Sl o) 530 35 00 L Sl Kan b3l By (pl=) 5ly a5

s

e Sl Ol s o pa Sl el Sl Kb e DedanOlis Sl e Al b pl g
S Da s sy 5 bt Ol BB Sl I ol s e 0L ) (Ko b Jpame G 4 b

Ao Baig buwg o)l a4 duslp | aan 5 ¥



D553 48 g Wigabng ) | sl 345 Sl i 4 S L s poac 5 135 Sl 3 3y s gud 2 oy sl slal 5 La bl s OAF

s g 8 —

(YA Yoo A g mdls ) ol bl (653 (Il e 53 5 s s (6355 50 Ol

ess Lol el Glho 50 basls o Jrailailen ;3 o wGie Sleals Sla ey ol sy
el Ol Ol s sl jad b o i sal 3 Ol (glbs .l o OLLS) (558 a0 Jsledl o Jais s
3L L g esle oS s A 1 i o lalldl S Gyl 3310l o b 03 S gl 3
03 s Nl ol el s |y el 5 5 e g | Ol el Ol olfj.);Sda oo 2
e &;u} il o8 &S o 1S e Lt I i s S S 0 1T S -"*"-qu
e 5 e b allis LSJJ"" w\)\J_i..pJo-j oSS wlSJ_,)Lw Olls OBl 4 VML’ wole Troslizul
Soad o815 (S ae Tas gazee 43 5 Lo e Oldie g DB siiase |y g I (V) Y000 1as 5) AL
35S o olusls 4y Ollsr 5 LLES o SlaaSlous w5 3yl 0 b (050S0) (038,00 S5
531 e sl el 0355 0,8 Wagad BT S5y 4 /8508 a0 s 3l e Coss 1y 3,18 Daese
(S Ol5 o L8 o Gie b 5 d o Sl

Oles jo Dol Olots 1 Sl ol 03,5 i 1,35 5 Ll 0le & pl 31 58 5k sl s I3y
L ._J\.}Li..‘_gjjé\)Q\Jf)lsu_(:.ﬂjf,\3\‘35&@}\)qéuﬂﬁm):)ozuéwcﬁ&wjj«ﬁb
Sl oo 45 15 (K S L ablie s 50l 55,50 o baodidy a0 QBT oSS 51 5 555 oo sl 01 508
s s 02a 5k 5 pale beph S Jb 5 AS @,:;;)tsd\ﬁ S| «Q\ﬂr_i..i»«_..j;ﬁ\)
b st o ose Ui/l ety e opl 5 ps e Bdis S ST aor Cradlls s Ko
05 1 sle Omean Sl slse op Seslu B uS o isen |y SIS j\‘m..:.'a);‘(‘\\”ﬁ“()\:jf)«.xﬁ
J,a\\)ij-.b\ydaéutﬂg\ﬁ\f),ubuéu“\juwﬁub\LSL&A\)L’MJSJJ > 53 o
J"‘)-’u" Oledl e 153 305 00 sledas Ol 31 OLST Sl Sl 51 a8 as L3 ST A 555 ol
S B a5 S (S ) S5 L B

LS agto g 03l )8 ‘L&/[bﬂﬁjjﬂbw}jﬂfb o [Odazali]  S545 1A JL,«J'/JC'L.;AJ,L))
sl /jﬂ}@u@/;/‘fs i1 ST Lns 51 L .l Ol (L s lsoenly i I 45
TN g il ) il 03,5 Al ) 55t 0 4 Gl (g 45 ol Lol ol o il
(rr

Sloss br o)lsen 35 5 ad 53 (OLLSOLLIL) Ol g 51 2 g5 ol 03 S 1o s OLudl &y d8 ‘j
ol Olgs 3l shes ub\l{(sl.ﬁwj (3,813 15 0Ll g 06 b el Q‘ﬁj“f&wcw‘f S ol
Ol josles 5 01 SH & Cllast o oly ccsld 5 liisy 5l loslazad Gy copl plo jls K
S5 0ke B 5 Lo 3lS 5 SIS e Sn b Bl b Olos s e 55,5/l S5l gose F e SO
55 ad 5o aS sl Son b gl S 0o 51 s SO 5 ooy 5 4b 0 SU5 ol 5 &l i 5 o3l
03 D (LS e o AELIS 5/l S8 K B ad cpl s sl B s e sdos
3,8 sl e s edoms lalis Jlie 3 (w301l 5 eslu Glosle Ol peas 5Ly ¢ glde Ka b

Alie B aun g by oo )lb 4 dwil ) 5 den 5 VY



OAD (1F0) ¥ oslod ) 0,98 olgs yoleo oo it g 3

WK P g canb —¢

S S p gladyl b Dalanl sy 45 L)1 3505 6 ol (Ll Sz 5 reb Ol Ol BB
5 JSE 5 ek g dul b cpl s e g Ol Do jeis, (S5 4 ekd e Cab e
S o hs K s ok Ol ol 51 plasles 4 1 a0l a8 ol ol jenws |y ol opl 5 S,
s Olgzr 3 0nl Ole digey st sl (S5 0L 4 pobs (pl 255 b oo 55 55 or
alid a5 Canb Ol badansly o foge 51 S Ol mal s 51 ok 3 108 65l e S5
AL Gy ol dale b SE /o sl boa @'J)/c,.i;\; Sl aly sloals aS s gl e
sl 3 5 b 5l Ol SIS b el po 85w ees I3 31 sl VY Y000 a5 5) (ol atg L asi]
AL S o nl 1y s UL S8 oS 30 e RS (ladis Kbl i 4 ey
S e Iy 258 S5l 3 S S5 8 pal s el o s slel (S Gl s
G b e Sl e S G cd SL s b ol Wy el e Loale il sdasOll
b Jodd (S s elanrl S5 5l oy

e g ol Kin 3 1 i St wilod] Oz 5 pinecd Sl g Ko ol o] O g Loy
Sl Olgear bo (slé Sy Col Crod I Jim S 5 Cossld O3 320 0 diess (03] 03)) Ol sieas Lo (sLLE

olis s ptlis (Slails a3 ls Kot s &S el olaiml Y g Sl Lo Soslizeal 4 aieg L]
UK s o M o 5 5 8] o [ pumtn (amilion LS s [ ] ol 03,8 oo Conbo
w"pg/.,l_cwﬂfdj/jﬁ"/ (Crl) Oloslis 5 Kin 6 3350 Oloo caalS ol Lid) (clins 4 ¢ andivs
oelio (LGl Olpiot Ol oo s [y (il Y s 5 o] Kot 0 Coned ok (51 (STl s
OF=OF W) ) 23,0 5% polaze] Slplod Ol (510

Sl aes S Ady e, St glat )00 aS 558 0 i B anb Jsems Olgeas ad ol el s 5l
35ls i dalsl 53 bl 5 8 o IS S ds 5 oS Gl anb sl SO Gl ol il o3 S dss (i)
Gl 5l s w9 s5d 0 e YL H) g e aky (s 43 &S s 2ss e Sl glos
O 4 s ol s 5 oS ol S 55 Olon Tads San 3 4 conb 51 Wl ol 35 00 i3 01,5588
‘C“F R[] esi a8 L 5 68 xile o8 Olgeds oy SE 53 5o 1S e o Ll
(g o amslr 5 G ¢S 0 5 S5 w5 Olenl o ool Olssar |y il glacJlo
ke Olsea pais O 5o &S Cl a3 lis 4 (6 S5 il el 53 (VY=VY (YN0 s xuls o)
slas Kl Sl ol s g 50 1oy 5 ad 5 68 awle Al S s Jes Kb s Sk Ols
D 15 5 T e (Sa b syl 350 88 b s it L Soa 5l s b
2l 03 Ol mSly cde S s ctmele 5 Kia 5 Gl OIS s (s il s
L S aie sl ity Ul el s, 5 e im omr GBS ma) oS 5505 o Oledl Loy
S MGl Doy e bty S35 LT dew sy 355 51 05 e SY Ol b I5es e 53 (5500 o
03 A g N3 el s (P00 A s malg ) 0 blals slaaad 35U o b s 5 e S
53 ol emS 03 s el Kan s b Calaly i3S e S i 5s o para s GAUT 2l
o b & 53,8 e 515 S S 3 Bw 0 S sl il aas e 13 B s 1) s
M;wuijxi.?);ﬁdeej@_gdj\cﬁ:g_éjbjj.aﬁfd»\)vf.bjél}.“_éjk&j\.:ﬁ&&k@od
(FQ oA sl s s) (3l G 1y g ol 5l S 5 G




D553 48 g Wigabng ) | sl 5 oS Sl i A L Sy poa 5 135 Sl 53 3y s god 1 (s sl slal 5 Ln bl s OA7

Ol s sl a0 &Sl 5 S edalie "5l gl Gl a3 Olg e |y L& cpl S S

@U @Tﬁédl})bc@‘%‘)?}bé&)‘ﬁW‘jj&l})b ol S&es 5 Sler slaser
(EA YA szl ) s o OLES 1) ool 5 s Sla S5 5 3505 Gl Kon b 40 AL glodsB
Sap &S Gl b Cos g SO SU5L 0Ll S ys o et ol I s a8 5l sl ol o
sl glangl 3 5 b 5l sl L;u&%; B ¢L>'- D VR -5 | VO Ve DGO [ Vot ;f.‘.aj_e slos 55l
SIS o (2S5l s ol slesle Ol 1 Sl ST s ben 3 pd e ks (Kb s
A (Gl (B) sy aslsd 1 OF Sepen 5 )55 oo disn Sl 550l &84S e iy
.r.:;ﬁd»\);f;.aj_é;g;a.:.rlaJ{LESJ'\Lsajjhid\);%j):)ﬁj&@:)\j&.@)éjj&su.cr.,a:da
o el Canb Sl i Olgea 3,8 o IS8 e ﬁj)JSNA&‘@‘erWQLﬂ@ ol

S AR 0 D 5 Sl oS b s sl call qu:}jé&ju(g L] 53 ey pal-s 8 slaedl
S Canb « Kon b opl ol S e eslinal 355 K b ot gl p Sk ol 5l aoludl 4,5
53kl e rsehe el S5 35 T S0 S el S5l 5 daa e e el S b
Sgb o 58 S s ol w8 s 5 b S IS e b1 e s ol 5Ly bl
a5 U S DOl ok eyt a5 ot DS s o (e & (ol Sl i oyl

!

il o3 ol sl e Sl ate g 48 Kils e (o)l 31 6o Ogmen) |y Lo 15
UL ok pgpie i3S sdalia |y (Sia b S8 S5 5 cab (ol Ol L& Sl gleslr 015 o0
SO b Ol e a1y sl ULl e 1y O ddy 5 5B S coslin Do laal 5 35l SIS
ol slajble glabs o os sl.cadls kol e o s Sl co (g alg ) (gulS v.:.au.o)‘\)ils
Q2058 S5 b 03505 85 Ol sz b oS plajlerle sod 0808 (bKsp 5s kg
53 o)l san a5 (Glosle il dﬁ..afe GOl sl Sad pl s sl (el pl s lle e sl Olislasly
o Sl 5 b coge bl ogd o alb 0SUS Gla IS8 w5 ls g melgr gle SCa
LS o i

; ; (S s guonsts g2 30 90 g S0 5 sy Y-V

ol Doy« ulidanals 5 Olysl Dass ol 2l 5 1AV Wate Jlieg) old dSu prarh |sl g 5
IS DLl o Do gt o o 51 i 4 5 ol 34t 4 BB k3 s ool 1445 Ly
(335058 oy Ky poard Dailols late gla Sius 51 S 5 o5 (ool 5 ple o S Valwn 25
Ol 53 &S 5 S5 sla S Ol 55 b Salu Dodalice 4 1y Olusl 5l OF Y0 YY K0 o)
Sl G )l aly esles ol 4 050 5 1y ol S jad g 28U (g5 0 il ol 5 i pe (g 5alen
Ly glo e ol8 bl so 3 03 5 ga b fostisl s LT aSpl 4y Olwadsl O sn dl 35 0 40 0353 Sl (glosles
Ll 4y LES OT sl 4 s B S o o el ok 23138 [las a4y OLesl pl s 55 s Traig 3 &S
L Sl s o o 4 85 el e 5 s o anil 1 54,8 Ko 1 55 s 0Ll &S
3l o 55,0 e |y gleds s

' La nature brute
" La pensée sauvage
Transformation™



DAY (\f'b)fe)l.o.b hil 0)3é ‘ulg."/«dko Q’édé/‘_):bjlé

/,..,«/43-/@/ ovbj/'.«//dj.i'l S A g LI o il Ay 30 ) b//.ﬁj/ﬁ(jo&.; Sl L rieansl
o 1 S /Syt 5 S S 4 o lacKiw 5,8 st o o S plazsor L s (ol ol 4 ple
VTN S peaed) o 0 0lid plo &5 /U 2 5

o8 e a5y e ol TS e b (b s uf;/)ﬁ;@wﬁjgﬁ;

/O 3l O b/ Dol A= U/ Gl jlg ke 350 U/ 0,1l 039,05/ . ngﬁ;ﬁjg
S/ G s S s 5 Sl o o/ S o [i'um.)j‘).) @/d/ajf,/syvb/jgdjb/wjbusfjb
vl o L‘//J‘}ndjldﬂj—'b//w&JJ db/;&[awbrp/ovbufbu/wjewdf
Jle / w;ymw‘d&cb/ w//ubj@‘/p’f‘j"vL}JL"/ Cel b ﬁu/cwj.acwgbaa.:jj
S sS GS / Sole e 0 S0 sl Y 500 (Y G S g0 bl Lo/ ailiie o 3 5
S S Slop ) S felate S/ asler s i ST3 SS s O Y o 5/ 43,5 0 5
S/ A o prdin slodlla 53 5 1/ Lo oS0 oy e /S o SO ol Gl /35 o ek
G b1/ L o folS cdla 5/ . lsay Llie / 16 S) 5 oz 5 lo e Lo yo /. i oS
il S

5 ks 1Y

55 2l Skl ‘(..;.éf WSlor 558 g0 sl LAQTOJJ)s slasbrle g olgy 5o b 5l s e 55 s
u;el.i Sy smies |j§)l::>'-L~ DS G 5 gl ax g e o ugﬁ@j; S ds s pel S
""“A.cw&)s el Do 4 il Cows Gl LI 5 (e Gla W Ol 5y sl L2ie
Al Traan 3 S e S ob 5 (ol &S (s IS (hwse XS) US 5l edaen [l
AL (S %) e S L b 5o o smend 3l ad 5o ((YF OAAY s zulc )
Lguwj).s Ll oo Lo a5l ‘_'J.;\ Sl Sud 5 ibl e Q;\;.él:&uéb\j)'mcd;ul}bféb
S e eenlis 4 o slie Sl S Tedasglis Bl o camen aSb 0,8 13 goad S s Sl
S W PR Vo]

Forhed 3 gty B — il

osbizal "l s (ot pl 31 el 1 (5 ) Sk ol Sl @ dms o o 5 s b 4 S
5 i el oS ol 0 Sy s a1, el 51 S Olsie Jl s s Ll oS
2 @3B 55 5 sl ) s oo S L (U5 0 s 4 8 G5 LS 5) AL Ll e
-’J‘-"_;‘ QL;«:\ ‘Cyjbj.a/fuLS).s $3lp A fad )3 (s m\;&ﬂkgu)b)

Jﬂwu/&ﬁﬁffj"bc}"{}ﬂ}c}-{ybjOWW/J&}L;LM‘UJ['A L}.‘.‘;}_j,_w)

sl 04 da 5 gu0)l8 4y i) 05 515 B g (b pliged olyan 4 (Sudfgons] Slo bawgy p3l dogazme . T
™ L’oignon c’est pas pareil. / Il n’a pas d’intestins. / L’oignon n’est que lui-méme / fonciérement oignonien. / Oignonesque
dehors, / Oignoniste jusqu’au ceeur / Il se peut, cet oignon, / Regarder sans frayeur. / Nous : étranges et sauvages / A peine de
peau couverts, / Enfer tout enfermé, / Anatomie ardente, / Et dans I’oignon — oignon, / Sans serpentins visceres. / Nudité
multitude, / Toute en et cetera. / Entité souveraine / Et chef-d’ceuvre fini. / L’un méne toujours a ’autre / Le grand au plus
petit, / Celui-ci au prochain, / Et puis & I’ultérieur. / Une fugue concentrique / L’écho plié en cheeur. / L’oignon, ¢a s’applaudit
./ Le plus beau ventre sur terre / S’enveloppant lui-méme / D’auréoles altieres. / En nous : nerfs, graisses et veines / Mucus et
sécrétions. / On nous a refusé / La perfection tout con (Szymborska 2018, 154-55).
¥ Sans écriture
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