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This study investigates the intersecting discourses of feminism and neo-slave narratives
through the lens of women’s experiences in literature. It examines how these narratives are
confronted and revised, focusing on the characterization and attributes of marginalized female
protagonists in Simin Daneshvar’s Savushun (1969) and Toni Morrison’s Beloved (1987).
The analysis explores how these female novelists depict the pain, suffering, discrimination,
and oppression experienced by women within patriarchal societies, portraying contemporary
forms of female servitude and neo-slavery. Employing a feminist perspective and drawing on
modern narrative theory related to neo-slavery, this research article utilizes a library-based
methodology to analyze key female characters across four dimensions: their initial portrayal
as passive, their subsequent emergence as strong and resolute figures, the societal forces
shaping their identities, and their ability to discover their unique positions within these
contexts. The findings suggest that colonial/post-colonial and hidden/visible social and
cultural layers, coupled with feminist perspectives on the embodiment of experience in neo-
slavery, significantly influence the intersection of neo-slave narratives in these novels. This
intersectional approach highlights the complexities of gender, race, class, and culture in
shaping women’s experiences of oppression and their resistance against it. This study
contributes to a deeper understanding of the representation of marginalized women in
literature and its relevance to contemporary feminist discourse.
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