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The importance of geographic space is extremely evident in post-apocalyptic novels,
especially in the science fiction and post-apocalyptic novel Malevil (1972) by Robert Merle.
Malevil represents, following a huge unknown explosion, a post-apocalyptic image of
Malevil’s space and its surroundings. In the confluence of reality and imagination, after the
“Zero Day” or “Event Day”, life returns to the starting point before human civilization. The
current research article attempts to investigate the spatio-temporality continuum in order to
describe the represented spaces inspired by the author’s imagination. Based on the spatio-
temporality continuum, which is one of Westphalian Geocriticism’s theories, time and space
are not independent of each other. Rather, time is considered as a dimension of space. In the
analysis of spatio-temporality, diachronic strata have been investigated in order to represent
a more comprehensive geographic space. Relying on imaginary transgressivity, the mass of
memories is becoming important in representing the geographic space of the novel through
asynchronic strata. The dynamic relationship is formed between space and temporal strata.
The continuous effort, knowledge and experience of The World before “Zero Day” to restore
the post-apocalyptic dystopia and reach the utopia indicate the responsibility of Malevil’s
residents.
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2 Dark Horizons: Science Fiction and The Dystopian Imagination - Rafaella Baccolini and Tom
Moylan (Editor)

3 A Writing of Utopia and the Feminist Critical Dystopia Suzy McKee Charnas’s Holdfast Series
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2Science Fiction (The New Critical Idiom) by Adam Charles Roberts (Author)
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7 Temporality in Science-Fiction Narrative (la Temporalité dans la Narration SF) pp.66-87
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